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Lifting Clamp Usage Guidelines 

1) WARNING - Frictional hold can vary greatly due to variation in surface conditions and hardness 

of material, extra caution should always be used with friction clamps. 

a. Any debris or fluid coating may greatly reduce the frictional hold of clamps, ensure 

clamping area is clean and free of paints, oils, and debris before clamp installation. 

b. Friction clamps are tested on machined and clean representative fixtures, any deviation 

from this condition must be treated with great caution and should be tested and validated 

before use. 

c. To ensure proper clamp engagement, there must be a gap between the two clamp halves. 

Never use a friction clamp that does not have a gap between the clamp halves after it has 

been tightened to the bolt torque specification. 

 

2) Due to variables in frictional hold outlined above, friction clamps must always be installed below 

a secondary restraint mechanism which must provide a surface for the friction clamp to shoulder 

against should the clamp begin to slip. These include, but are not limited to, welds, lock plates, 

and profile upsets, all of which must have the ability to hold the entire weight supported by the 

clamp. 

 

3) Clamps should only be inspected, installed, and used by trained, qualified, and experienced 

persons. 

 

4) Inspect clamp for damage before each use. Never use a damaged lifting device. 

 

5) Make sure clamp identification is present and that the clamp can be identified as the proper clamp 

for the intended job. Never use a clamp without identification or use a clamp on a piece of 

equipment that it was not designed for. 

 

6) Clamp hardware (bolts & nuts) must be replaced annually. Verify specifications with a DASCO 

ESP representative before replacing. 

 

7) A recertification pull test is required annually at 2 x WLL followed by an MPI before returning to 

service. This is to be performed after the bolts are replaced. 

 

8) Never lift in excess of the WLL indicated on the clamp. 

 

9) WLL is only valid when used with a lifting sling at an angle of 60 degrees or greater. Clamps are 

to be used with 2-leg lifting slings. Ensure that a suitable lifting chain sling is used.  
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10) Torque bolts to the value labelled on the clamp. Torque bolts equally so that the gap between 

clamp halves is equal on either side of the clamp. Bolt threads must be clean and free of debris 

with an anti-seize coating applied to the threads. 

 

 

11) When a combination of several lifting devices is used, the lowest WLL of any device will serve 

as the limiting load for the combination. 

 

12) Lift slowly and smoothly, avoiding any abrupt stops or starts. 

 

13) Maintenance and repair of this product is only to be performed by a DASCO authorized 

representative. 

 

 

  

2 of 5

mailto:sales@dascoesp.com
http://www.dascoesp.com/


February 14, 2022 9000746 - Lifting Device Usage Guidelines  

 

DASCO ESP Inc. 

Operations: 6905 39 Street, Unit 104, Leduc, AB, Canada 

Email - sales@dascoesp.com, Phone - 780 980 1970 

Web - www.dascoesp.com  

 

Lifting Hook for Rig Elevators Usage Guidelines 

1) Lifting hooks should only be inspected, installed, and used by 

trained, qualified, and experienced persons. 

 

2) Inspect hook assembly for damage before each use. Never use a 

damaged lifting device. See chain inspection details on page 5. 

 

3) Make sure identification tag is present and that the lifting hook 

assembly can be identified as the proper lifting device for the 

job. Never use a lifting hook without an ID tag or use a lifting 

hook on a piece of equipment that it was not designed for. 

 

4) Lifting Hook for Rig Elevators require an annual recertification 

pull test at 2 x WLL followed by an MPI before returning to 

service. 

 

5) Never lift in excess of the WLL indicated on the identification 

tag. 

 

6) WLL is only valid when lift is directly vertical and adaptor 

plate is supported evenly on the top of the rig elevators. Lifting Hook for Rig Elevators are 

intended to be used with 2-leg lifting slings, and DASCO lifting clamp assemblies. 

 

7) Max elevator hole diameter for use with the lifting hook is 5.50”. Adaptor plate must be centered 

on the opening so that it bears equally all around the hole. 

 

8) The handle is not a lifting point, do not attempt to fasten any rigging or slings to it. The handle is 

only for the operator to hold by hand while placing the device on top of the elevator.  

 

9) When a combination of several lifting devices is used, the lowest WLL of any device will serve 

as the limiting load for the combination. 

 

10) Ensure Hook is properly latched and secured before lifting. 

 

11) Lift slowly and smoothly, avoiding any abrupt stops or starts. 

 

12) Maintenance and repair of this product is only to be performed by a DASCO authorized 

representative. 
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Chain Sling Usage Guidelines 

1) Chain slings should only be inspected, installed, and used by trained, qualified, and experienced 

persons. 

 

2) Inspect slings for damage before each use. Never use a damaged lifting device. See chain 

inspection details on page 5. 

 

3) Make sure sling identification tag is present and 

that the sling can be identified as the proper sling 

for the intended job. Never use a sling without an 

ID tag. 

 

4) Never lift in excess of the WLL indicated on the 

rating tag. 

 

5) A lift angle of 60 degrees or greater is required. 

A minimum leg length of 2 ft is required to 

ensure proper lift angle is achieved when used 

with DASCO lifting clamps. 

 

6) When a combination of several lifting devices is used, the lowest WLL of any device will serve 

as the limiting load for the combination. 

 

7) Lift slowly and smoothly, avoiding any abrupt stops or starts. 

 

8) Maintenance and repair of this product is only to be performed by a DASCO authorized 

representative. 

 

 

See the following document on page 5 for more detailed information regarding chain sling safety. 

Document courtesy of Super Slings 

https://superslings.ca/resources/  
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